
US Immigration

Immigration Unit - Terms

Entrance task: Get out your class packet and look at 
the terms on page 2. Do you know the meaning 
of each?

Today: Relevant terms of immigration

Homework: Ch. 14-2
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Today: Immigration - who, when,

where, why?

Homework: Ch. 14-1

Immigration in the USA “Give me your tired, your poor
Your huddled masses yearning 

to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your 

teeming shore.  
Send these, the homeless, 

tempest-tossed to me.
I lift my lamp beside the golden 

door.”    Emma Lazarus, 1886
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Except for the 
period of the Alien 
& Sedition Acts, 
from 1607-1875 all 
people were 
welcomed as the 
U.S. had an Open 
Door Policy.

CW p. 3 They were PUSHED here:
• Fleeing crop failures

• Fleeing shortages of land & jobs

• Fleeing rising taxes

• Fleeing famine

• Fleeing religious or political 

persecution

They were pulled to:

• Find a job in industry

• Receive free government land through the  

Homestead Act
• Enjoy personal freedoms

• Get an education

• Avoid military service

• Participate in a democratic government

• Old immigrants were more welcomed to 

American life as the culture, language, & 
heritage were all similar to American life
• Starting in the 1880s, immigrants began to 

look, sound, and act differently
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New Immigrants
*  Between 1890-1921, most new immigrants entering 
   the US came from southern and eastern Europe and      

the Middle East
* The ethnic groups included Italians, Greeks, Slavs, 
Eastern Europeans, Russian Jews, and Armenians

* Also included were French Canadians, Chinese (prior 
to 1882) & Japanese (prior to 1907)

* Most Asians arrived through San Francisco’s Angel 
Island

Typical new immigrants were….
* Young
* Male
* Either Catholic or Jewish
* Spoke little or no English
* Unskilled agricultural 
   laborers
* Had little money and/or  
education

Ellis Island
- Opened in 1892 as a reception center for 

steerage (a large open area beneath the ship’s 
  deck w/limited toilet facilities) travelers

70% of all immigrants arrived through NYC, the  
Golden Door

- Passengers endured physical exams, presented 
  documentation, & then readied themselves to 
  settle into the US
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http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/ellis-island-
2.htm
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American Attitudes
* Nativism: movement to ensure that 

immigrants
* These feelings were fueled when some 

  postwar labor disputes 
* Many Americans saw new immigrants 
  as revolutionary radicals & 
Communists

Nativist sentiment
* Competition for jobs
* Concern over the influence of Catholics - 
  the Pope - and the effect they would 
  have on America
* “New” Immigrants were different
* Nativist sentiment led to a rebirth 
  (1920’s) of the KKK, which reached its 
  largest membership during this time of over 

3 million

These attitudes demanded changes 

in U.S. Immigration Laws. Some 
immigrants were “targeted.”

Laws are typically passed in reaction to the 
perceived public opinion of the population. 
Many times this opinion can be influenced 
by specific events. This idea holds true for 

many immigration laws.

Qualitative & Quantitative 
Immigration Laws

* Qualitative laws address the
quality of immigrants (country  

  of origin, job skills, education, etc.)
* Quantitative laws address the 
quantity (number) of immigrants
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Until the 1880s STATES determined 

who could enter the country.

Why do you think the FEDERAL government
started regulating immigration?

In 1882, the United States 
excluded Chinese laborers 
from entering the country and 
also denied entry to 
"convicts  (except those 
convicted of political 
offenses), lunatics, 
idiots and persons likely to 
become public charges."

Immigration Laws – Events 
and Public Opinion

Laws are typically passed in reaction to the 
perceived public opinion of the population. 
Many times this opinion can be influenced 

by specific events. This idea holds true for 
many immigration laws.



US Immigration

Immigration Trends  - CW page 6 
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The US then began to exclude

1875 saw the 1
qualitative

law which prohibited

United States of women
for the purposes of

prostitution.”

CW
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Homework - Ch. 14-1

Immigration - Day 2

Entrance task:  Prepare for a QUIZ!!

Today: Quiz, Current 
immigration proposals

Homework: Ch. 14-2 
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there are times when newly arrived immigrants do

20th & 21st c. immigration

Immigration Reform & Control Act of 1986
made it illegal to knowingly hire or recruit

illegal; employees had to attest to their immigrants' status

Immigration Act of 1990
increased the # of immigrants to 700,000/used

favored people who had relatives here

even people with AIDS were not denied

Downside: causes a brain-drain in their home countries;

money is removed from their home countries;
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2. How was each wave different?
3. Which waves of immigrants were restricted the most? Why?
4. Imagine that the government announced a plan to halt all
    further immigration from Canada. Describe an event that
    would shape public opinion to the extent that the government

Homework: Ch. 14-2 Cities Expand
& Change

Immigration

5:25

Pres. Obama
1:02

Immigration  -

deferral of youth
deportation
Euro News
2:23 Sending home illegal

Immigration - City Life

Entrance task: Relax

Today: City life for immigrants & 
    political cartoons 

Homework: Ch .14-3 Social & Cultural 
   Trends, Quest on Friday

Republicans vow to block any nominations

How the Supreme Court may shift

Pres. to nominate in due time
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How the Other Half Lives
by Jacob Riis

Political Machines
Political bosses took advantage of immigrants to get re-elected.  

In return they tried to deal with people’s needs.

Sometimes these political machines were the only way the needs of the 

residents got some attention.  In return, residents would be loyal & vote 

for the machine, election after election.  

Immigrants were getting no help from the government nor from the 

industry for which they worked.
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"Boss Tweed" 

Immigrants and 
Political Corruption

CW page 12
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CW p. 13

CW p. 13-14
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Homework - Ch. 14-3
Quest on Immigration Friday


